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Me Fonkey Ferry House

Washington Crossing, Mercer County, New Jersey

Owner: Divislon of Forests and Farks, State of Hew.Jersay_ 
Date of Erectlon: Niddle eighteenth century or earlier
Archltesct:

Builder: 4 Johnson

Present conditlon: Good

Number of stories: One and ong-half

Materials of construction: Foundation - local stone

Exterior - frame, shingle on
the north and souih and siding
on the easl and west

Interiocr walls - plasters

fire plece ond of tap room and
kitehen panel; remeining walls
waingcoted to the height of
gbout £ feet B 1nches,adzed
besms are exposed in the celling

flooring-new, randcm width
boards similer to oripginal; the
docrs are six panels or "Early
Chriztisn" type

Reof - shingles, ganbrel
Higtorical Data:
Willliam lic Konkey, the man who ferrled Washington

across the Deleware on Christmes night 1776, was the owner
of the land snd the franchise of Me Xonkey!s Ferry, now
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Washington Crossing. The most Important incident
connected with the ferry house i1s the fact that it
was & temporary hospital on that Christmas night and
sheltered the sick and disabled soldiers until the
army rebturned from Trenton, Washington gave his
personal thanks to the Mc Konkeys when he returned
from Trenton and tcok breskfast with them the next
morning. In after years Mary Mc Konkey, who was a
1little girl in 1776, never falled tc mention how
on his departure General Washington stooped and
kigsed her good-bye.

The historic incident that 1s connected
with thls house can best be told by & guotstion from
the diary of an officer on Genersl Washington's staff,

"Christmas 6 F.M, The regiments have had their
evening parade, but instead of returning to
thelr quarters, they marched on toward the
ferry. It is fearfully cold and raw and the
snow storm setting in. The wind 1s northesst
and beats in the face of the men. It will be =
terrible night for the soldlers who have no
shoes. Some of them have tied 0ld rags around
their feet; others are barefcot, but I have not
heard a man complain. They are ready to suffer
any hardship and die rather than give up thelr
liverty. I have Jjust copled the order for
marching. DBoth divisions are to go from the
ferry to Bear Tavern, two miles. They will
separate there; Washington will accompany Greene's
Division with & part of the artllilery down the
Pennington Road; Sulllvan and the rest of the
artillery will take the Hiver Road.

"December 26 3 A.M. I am writing in the ferry
house,., The troops are all over and the boats

have gone back for the artillery. We are three
hours behind the set time. Glover's men have

had 2 hard time to force the boats through the
floating ice with the snow drifting in their
faces., I have never seen Washington so determined
as he 1s now, He stands on the bank of the river
wrapped in his cloak, superintending the landing
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of hls trooprs. He 1s calm and collected, but
very determined. The storm 1s changing to
sleet and cuts like a knife. The last cannon
is being landed."

The houss is changed but little since it
was bullt; a porch has been added since., The long
scalloped shingles, huge fireplace, penel walls, the
Interior stairway, the wocden hinges on the cupboard
doors, all have remalned undisturbed. The whole house
1s typleal of & middle class colonial dwelling.

Bibliography:

Wilice, C.Pe  (compiler) Washington Crossing
. Stete Park, New Jepsey Division of Forssts

and Farks Department of Conservstion and

Development, State of New Jersey, 1931

"House That Once Sheltered Washingtont's
Injured Heroes St1l1l Standing At Crossing"
(In part by Dr. Stuart Clcose, name of
newspaper and date of issue covld not be
ascertalned. Clipping In Free Public
Library, Trenton)
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ADDZENDUM

The foregoing history 1s the commonly
gcceptad version told about this house. The
facts, however, do not bear this story out. The
i'c Konkeys lived on the Femnsyivanla side and
not cn the Jersey'side. For the following facts
the writer must thenk Jr. Carlos Z, Codlrey, the
keepeyr of the public records of New Jersey.

Ke Konkey's Ferry was situated at the
prosent villags of Yashington Crossing, Pucks
County, Fermsylvania. The lend wes token up by
Zenry Baker in 10684; Baker established the first
Terry there, snd it was callad Buler's Ferry.
T™his ferry was conveyed Ry a grandson, oarel
Baker, Jr. to Zamuel e Zonkey on December 5,
1774, The name was changed *o He Konkey'ls Ferry.
The ferry was sold on L&PCH 1777 by Sanusld
ke Fonkey to Zenjamin Taylor end the name was
again changed to Taylor! 5 fervy, It will be known
in history, howsver, as lic Lonke y = Farry because
Vagningbon lnscribed It In hia der of marche

The Yew Jersey Lsrminusg of Ke Honkey's
Ferry wes Johnson's Ferry. In the middls of the
eightaenth century the land in Hopewell Township,
funterdon County, extending the same distonce slong
the Delaware “ivar above snd below bHhe N Konkey
gida in Fenneylveanla, formed }art of the nlantatlion
owned by fut Johnson of Zomerset County,

-

By Rut Johnson's will, the proparty went
to his aon Tarret on fAugust 30, 1748, Garret John-
gon's will of Fehruary 27, 176u zave the plantatlon
to Rouart and Dut Jonmsong Lobert recelving The
norih part snd Jut the soubth mDart. The Plunbdtion
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was gold on Angust 13, 1770 by the high sheriff

of Hunterdon County to Abraham Harvey in satlafac-
tion of judgment obtained by Mary Cubberly against
the executors of the will of Garret Johnson. The
deed wag given December 10, 1770. The nroperty
passed from Abranam Harvsy on November 27, 1772

to his son Moses Harvey. MNoses sold two hundred
forty-geven and three guarter ascres to Samuel
Tomlinson on April 1, 1801.

The title 18 clear from Ssmel Tomlin-
son down to Ialdore P. Strittmatter, who in 1922
and '23 sold and conveyed the remalning portlon
of the original plantation to the Board of
Conservation and Development and which now forms
the front of Weshington Crosalng Park.,

From authentic scurce, we {Ind ths
name of the ferry which operated on this property
was Johnson's Ferry. This fact is shown by
lesseca end by tavern spplications submitied
srmuzlly to the Hunterdon County Court; now in
the New Jersey Public Record Cfflice. JIlhere arse
recorded here petitions from Carret Johnson for
dMay, 1761; from dut Johnson for May, 176563 another
from James Slack, May, 1767; sother from Jichard
Slack, Hay, 1779; and still another from Abraham
Harvey, YKay, 1726,

Ve know that ferrles took the names

£ the owners of the land, or the operators, or
thae legsees; moreover with 2iffsrent sets of
owners and operators on onposite sides ¢f the
river, there was bound to e different names.

The only hlstoric interest connecited
with the ferry is the fact that Weshington and
the Continental iLrmy debarked here after crozsing
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the Delawares River on Christmas night in L1776
when enroute to Trenton. 7The story told about
the so-celled kic Kenkey's Houss applies to the
house on the Penneylvania slde., The nams e
Yonkey's I"arry House as appliesd to the structurs
on the Jersey side 13 srroneous and due to
nerversion of lacts.

Bibliography:
Gedfrey, Carlos =. Waahinzton's De-
barkation st Johnson's ferry on Chrigh-
mes nlzht In 1776 Trenton The Trenton
istorical Soclety, 102328

Supervising Hi sforlan

Appyfoved:

12/7}?&‘22/7/ ﬁ V({(fﬁi&rmu@ .

SEYNOUR VILLIANS g Neloh,
Tistrict Crilenr

&Uga_h 18 2]

I



